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BOARD BILL SUMMARY: 

 

Pursuant to Ordinance 68937, the proposed ordinance will authorize the honorary street name 

Malik and DeBorah Ahmed Way, which shall begin at the intersection of Semple Avenue and 

Page Boulevard and northeast on Page Boulevard to the intersection of Arlington Avenue and Page 

Boulevard. 

 

The community impact of the proposed ordinance is unknown at this time. 

 

 

Prepared by: Louis Galli 

          Legal Counsel, Board of Aldermen 
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BOARD BILL NUMBER 153 INTRODUCED BY: ALDERWOMAN SHAMEEM 

CLARK-HUBBARD 

 

Pursuant to Ordinance 68937, an ordinance authorizing the honorary street name Malik and 1 

DeBorah Ahmed Way, which shall begin at the intersection of Semple Avenue and Page 2 

Boulevard and northeast on Page Boulevard to the intersection of Arlington Avenue and Page 3 

Boulevard. 4 

 WHEREAS, for fifty-five years Mr. Malik Ahmed has tirelessly worked in the field of 5 

community development; and  6 

 WHEREAS, Malik Ahmed is the Chief Executive Officer of Better Family Life, Inc. 7 

(BFL), a community development corporation that he founded in 1983 and since its founding 8 

it has been one of the fastest growing community development corporations in the St. Louis 9 

Metropolitan Area, and employing one-hundred and fifty full-time professionals; and  10 

 WHEREAS, under the leadership of Malik Ahmed BFL has developed fifteen youth 11 

in-school and after school programs, as well as cultural arts programs, workforce job readiness 12 

training, housing counseling, and down payment assistance programs; and  13 

 WHEREAS, BFL, after a seventeen-million-dollar renovation, converted the former 14 

Ralph Waldo Emerson Elementary School at 5414 Page Boulevard into the Better Family Life 15 

Cultural, Education and Business Center, which has since become a hub for community 16 

activities through the use of its rental spaces and instructional classes; and   17 

 WHEREAS, BFL’s current initiative is the renovation of one-hundred single-family 18 

homes in the area immediately surrounding the Better Family Life Cultural, Education and 19 

Business Center; and  20 
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 WHEREAS, Malik Ahmed earned his bachelor’s degree in economics and his master’s 1 

degree in Public Administration Policy Analysis, and served in the Peace Corps for three years 2 

as an urban planner in the West African nation of Mali where he developed a cost-effective 3 

sanitation program for the capital city Bamako; and 4 

 WHEREAS, Malik Ahmed has travelled extensively in the U.S. and abroad lecturing 5 

on issues of community and family development, and has received numerous awards locally, 6 

nationally and internationally including, among many others, the Martin Luther King Jr. 7 

Holiday Committee’s Unity in Community Award, The Ethics Project’s Ambassador Andrew 8 

Young Award for Outstanding Ethics and Service to Family and Community, and the Mound 9 

City Bar Associations Community Service Award; and  10 

 WHEREAS, Malik Ahmed has been Married to DeBorah Ahmed for thirty-eight years, 11 

and they are the proud parents of Shabazz, and proud grandparents of AaLiya, Aniya, and Amir; 12 

and  13 

 WHREAS, Mrs. DeBorah Ahmed earned her bachelor’s degree in anthropology and 14 

her master’s degree in policy analysis, and currently serves as the Executive Director of the 15 

Better Family Life Cultural, Educational and Business Center, and oversees the Better Family 16 

Life Cultural Arts Department; and  17 

 WHEREAS, DeBorah Ahmed has held leadership positions in many community arts 18 

organizations, and was personally selected by Ms. Katherine Dunham as the sole apprentice of 19 

the Dunham Arts Centers to be trained as an instructor of the Dunham Technique, and in 1987 20 
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she conceived the idea and has since coordinated the annual Black Dance – USA: A Celebration 1 

in Movement, a multi-day, national dance festival; and  2 

 WHEREAS, DeBorah Ahmed has performed with and been a choreographer for the St. 3 

Louis Black Repertory’s Dance Company, and Afriky Lolo Afrikan Dance Company, St. Louis’ 4 

Cossan African Dance Company, Chicago’s Munto Dance Theater, and New York’s Forces of 5 

Dance Company as well as many others; and  6 

 WHEREAS, Deborah, and husband Malik, were the recipients of the Beloved Streets 7 

of America’s MLK Legacy Award for Outstanding Community Service, and she is the recipient 8 

of numerous other awards for her dedication to the arts and community including the 9 

International Association of Blacks in Dance’s Presenter Award, the St. Louis Chapter of 10 

Drifters’ Inc. Wind Beneath the Wings Award, and the St. Louis Community Empowerment’s 11 

Cultural Leadership Award; and  12 

 WHEREAS, it is for the forgoing reasons that the honorary street naming Malik and 13 

DeBorah Ahmed Way is an appropriate and most deserving honor for Mr. Malik and Mrs. 14 

DeBorah Ahmed for their dedication to the development of their community through the arts, 15 

cultural, education, and business. 16 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS FOLLOWS:  17 

SECTION ONE.  Malik and DeBorah Ahmed Way, which shall begin at the intersection of 18 

Semple Avenue and Page Boulevard and northeast on Page Boulevard to the intersection of 19 

Arlington Avenue and Page Boulevard. 20 

 21 
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SECTION TWO.  Pursuant to Ordinance 68937, at least sixty percent of all registered voters 1 

and / or persons owning businesses on the block of Page Boulevard between the intersections 2 

of Semple Avenue and Page Boulevard and Arlington Avenue and Page Boulevard have signed 3 

a petition in support of this honorary street name.   4 

SECTION THREE.  Upon receipt of payment for manufacturing and installing the respective 5 

honorary street signs, the Director of Streets shall install the honorary street signs, Malik and 6 

DeBorah Ahmed Way at the intersections of Washington Avenue and North 15th Street and, if 7 

there are sufficient funds, at the intersection of Semple Avenue and Page Boulevard, and if 8 

funds remain at the intersection of Arlington Avenue and Page Boulevard.   9 



-1-

ORDINANCE #68937
Board Bill No. 8

Committee Substitute

An ordinance amending Ordinance 65233 authorizing the designation of honorary street names within the City of St. Louis,
the basis for recognition, requiring payment for the cost and installation of honorary signs and requiring sixty percent of the registered
voters to indicate by petition the honorary renaming.   

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE.   Ordinance 65233, approved June 29, 2001, is hereby amended to read as follows:

A. Whenever the Board of Aldermen for the City of St. Louis determines to recognize an individual or group of
individuals by naming a street or other public easement in honor of such individual or group of individuals, the street or other public
easement shall retain its official name and its legal status, and a suitable sign shall be installed by the Director of Streets at the
location designated by the ordinance indicating the name of the individual or group of individuals to be so honored.  The ordinance
shall also include the basis for the individual or group of individuals to be so honored by an honorary street name.

B. The actual costs for the manufacturing, installation and any other related costs for the honorary street name sign
shall be paid to the Street Department prior to the manufacturing and installation of said sign by the individual or group of individuals
requesting the honorary street name sign.

C. 60 percent (60%) of the registered voters residing and/or owning a business on the block being renamed, indicate
by petition that they desire the street to receive the designation of an honorary name.

Approved: July 5, 2011
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